An appeal for a more evidence based approach to biopesticide safety in the EU.
EFSA responded to our perspective article on the safe use of the insect pathogen Bacillus thrurigiensis (Bt). In doing so they admitted that there is no direct evidence to suggest that B. thuringiensis can cause diarrhoea. They nevertheless continue to repeat the assertion that Bt cannot be distinguished from Bacillus cereus, even though nearly all Bt strains, and certainly all biopesticide strains, can be distinguished from B. cereus using multi-locus sequencing typing. EFSA also continue to repeat the unsupported and speculative hypothesis that Bt strains could be capable of causing cryptic infections in humans. This hypothesis is very much against the weight of all available safety and epidemiological data. Moreover, genotyping schemes of B. cereus group clinical infections also show that biopesticide strains have never been associated with human infections. Our position that Bt biopesticides and Bt isolates from the clade dominated by invertebrate pathogens are incapable of causing infections in humans is well supported by the international community of scientists familiar with the data on the safety of Bt after more than four decades of extensive use in agriculture and forestry.